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to give a history of all the Constitutions in the

And it was agreed to.

The question was then taken on the second
‘and remaining branch of the amendment,

And it was agreed to.

Mr..Tock. 1 have the honor in behalf of the
committee on Revision, to present to the Con-
veution the Constitution of Maryland in its en-
grossed form, and tolay it upon the President’s
desk for his signature, according to the direction
of the Convention. We have carefully revised
all the articles with the engrossed copy, and find
it to be correct in all respects.

The Couostitution was laid before the Presi-
dent for his signature.

Mr. Howarp. We have nothing more to do
than to make a provision that the engrossed copy
shall be deposited in the proper place.

Mr. Spexcer. An order has already been pas-
sed upon that subject.

Mr. Howarp. When the orders are read,
the gentleman will see that it is not applicable to
the present state of things.

The orders were read as follows:

Ordered, That Mr. Tuck and Mr. Grason be
isntructed to deposit the engrossed Constitution af-
ter its'signature by the President and Srcretary,
in the office of the Clerk of the Court of Appeals
for the Western Shore.

Ordered, That this Convention adjourn sine
die.

Mr. Spencer. [ will merely suggest that we
have already passed an order that a committee of
three shall cause the engrossed copy to be pub-
lished and bound, and that the engrossed Consti-
tution and a bound copy shall be deposited in the
office of the Court of Appeals.

Mr. Howarp. This order can do no harm.
It proposes that the original copy shall be placed
among the archives, and the resolutions of the
gentleman refers to printed copies.

Mr. CuamBers thought this an odd proceeding.
The Conyention, within the last few minutes,
passed a part of the Constitution, and before he
had timeto get back to the committee by whose:
direction he had procured its passage, he found
the committee here. He had as soon expected
to see the stars fall. The paper is.yeton the
clerk’s desk, where it lies in sight of us all, and
yet the committee enter the hall and say they
have an engrossed and perfect copy of the Con-
siitution. '

Mr ConstasLE. The committee tell ns so.

Mr. CuamBeRrs desired to know whether the
clerk was 10 make what he thought a copy of
the Constitution, but which this Convention had
never fseen or read, or heard read. It did not
sound right, that upon the mere ipse dirit of the
clerk; the President was to subscribe and the Se-
cretary to atiest such an instcument. and send it
out as the work of this body. He did not desire
to interpose any unnecessary obstacle to rapid
progress, but in so very serious a matter as the
formation of a government for the people of the
State for all time to come it did seem to be 8
most strange, careless and undignified mode of
proceeding. He did not think a case quite par-
allel could be found in the book which professes

Union. As to any matter of mere form, he was
willing to dispense with it, so far as he was not
inade responsible, and he did pot mean to be made
responsible for these doings. Wheltber in other
respects it was or was not the Constitution which
the commitlee now presented,he could not tell,nor
did he suppose any one else could. Certainly
there lay a part of it on a scrap of paper on the
Clerk’s desk.

Mr. Tock said: ‘

That the gentleman from Kent, atd all the
members of the Convention knew verg well that
that paper was not in the form in which it was
to be signed by the President. He had stated
this evening, under the direction of the eoen-
mittee, that as there was an anxiety felt on the
part of the members to adjourn this night, and
not to meet in the morning, every other part of
the Constitution would be engrossed duriag the
recess we had taken, if the Convention wouid
agree to accept,as an engrossment for the present,
of the Legislative and Judicial departments, the
printed bills which had been acted upon by the
Convention, in relation to those departmeats.
He understood that suggestion to be acquiesced
in, and it was so understood by the committee.
In accordance with that suggestion, (and he
thought it was understood so by the gentleman
from Kent,) he came in here with the committee
to make the report in that form, the understand-
ing being that the final engrossment as to the
legislative and judicial departments was to be done
during the night, and in the morning, under the
direction of the committe, in which the mode
proposed by the committee did not differ in prin-
ciple from the order of the honorable gentieman
{rom Baltimore county, (Mr. Howard.)

He was free to say that when he came out of
the Senate chamber, (where the commitiee had
been in session,) he did pot know that the Con-
vention had passed the article to which his atien-
tion had been called. The Convestion had re-
fused to Mear him on the thirty-sixth articie of
the Bill of Rights in relation to tests, and he sup-
posed they-had refused to consider any amend-
ment, or any suggestion of an amendment to any
portion of the Constitution. The committee did
not know that that amendment hal been passed.
They knew that the honorable gestleman from
Kent, under the direction of the commitiee had
come in here to supply what they considered 2
casus omissus in references to the contested elec-
tions of judges, but they did not learn from the
gentleman that that section had been adopted by
the House.

Mr. Caampers. I have not left the Conven-
tior.

Mr. Tuck said:

That when the committee came into the hall,
they did not know that the gentleman had suc-
ceeded in obtaining the zdoption of his amend-
ment, and he did know it unti] the gentleman
~ame to him and told him that tfe instrument he
had laid upon the President’s desk did not costain
the article just passed. This statement was due
to the committee, and also to the Convention
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